ADOPTION FEES

Application fee:



$100.00 (non-fundable)

Orientation Meeting fee:


$150.00 (non-refundable)


Meeting with Agency Executive Director or Adoption Coordinator.  Review requirements, procedures, issues in adoption.  Sign agreements if family is ready to proceed.

Home Study Fee:



$1900.00


One thousand dollars ($1000.00) of the home study fee is payable prior to the first home study appointment.  The balance ($750.00) is due at the completion of the home study. The home study cannot be released until payment is made in full. The applicant family is responsible for the fee irrespective of the results of the home study.


A completed home study is valid for 12 months in Massachusetts.  If it is necessary to update an existing Agency home study prior to placement of a child, an addendum will be written to the original study.  The fee for the update will be ¼ of the current home study fee.


If the Agency receives a home study from another Massachusetts licensed adoption agency or from another state which was completed in the past 12 months, the Agency may require a limited or full home study.  Please refer to “Policy on Updated, Limited and Full Home Studies”.  A limited home study shall be charged no more than ½ the current fee for a full home study. 


Should the home study be stopped or otherwise not completed, the applicant family is responsible for payment of all services rendered at an hourly rate of $100.00. The family will either be refunded the remainder of their initial home study fee, or billed for balance due, which ever is applicable.  JFS cannot make assurances that its home study will be accepted in part or in full by other agencies.

Program Fees:


Identified Adoption: 


	Applicant Adoptive Families Combined Annual Income
	                 Fee

	under $40,000
	10% of combined annual income

	40,000 - 80,000
	$6000.00

	over 80,000
	$8000.00


· Includes all administrative, support services, case management services, supervision, development of required service plans, program expenses, etc. 

· Payment of ½ these fees are due after completion of home study, and balance is due prior to placement of the child.


Co-ordination with other placement agency/agent and International Adoption:


Fees for service will be charged at the consultation rate of $100.00 per hour.

There will be additional fees paid to the coordinating program.    

Birth Parent Expenses:





variable


Under Massachusetts law, adoptive parents are responsible for certain birth parent expenses, determined by a financial needs assessment of the birth parents.  These expenses may include: uninsured medical costs for prenatal, delivery, and post-natal care; living expenses when the birth parent’s source of income has been disrupted; foster care expenses for the birth mother and/or child; counseling and legal services for the birth mother; and limited emergency needs of the birth parent as allowed by State law. Birth parent counseling provided by an Agency worker is billed at the rate of $100.00/hour.


The adoptive parents will be asked to place money in an escrow account with the Agency for these birth parent expenses.  Any payment for services are issued by the agency, and an itemized account of payments will be made available.  If additional funds are required, the escrow will be increased accordingly.


Any unused money in the escrow account after  finalization will be refunded to the adoptive parents.  If the adoption plan fails, any money in the escrow account not used for reasonable and necessary birth parent expenses will be refunded to the adoptive parents.  Escrow refunds may be withheld until all other required fees are paid in full. 

Post-placement Fee: 

$1200.00 (non-refundable)


The post-placement fee must be paid prior to the submission of the adoption petition.  The fee includes the required supervisory post-placement contacts, reports to the court, and preparation of documents for finalization.  If the post-placement period extends beyond the six month minimum requirement by the court, additional contacts and reports will be bill at the rate of $100.00 per hour. 

Legal fees: 



determined by the Agency’s Attorney.


The adoptive parents are responsible for cost of legal services provided by the Agency’s attorney.  These fees are determined by the attorney.  This includes legal services involved with surrender, termination of a birth parent’s parental rights (in applicable), and finalization of the adoption.  For a partial description of these services, refer to “Legal Procedures In Adoption”. 

Consultations:



$100/hr


This fee may be charged  for adoption consultations and services completed outside the usual home study, pre- or post-placement services.  

Extraordinary Expenses


Adoptive parents may also be responsible for extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses, including but not limited to, travel, long distance phone calls, etc.

Assistance to less affluent families

To assist less affluent families to adopt, the Agency provide information about loans available for adoption.  The Agency is also willing to arrange payment plans, subject to approval of the Executive Director.


In extraordinary circumstances, the fees may be adjusted subject to the approval of the Executive Director.

Alterations in Fee Schedule


Our fees are reviewed periodically, and we reserve the right to alter the above fees as needed.  Alterations in Agency fees will not apply to  contracts already in effect.

Having read and understood the Agency’s adoption fee policy, I/we agree to accept the fees and terms of payment established by the Agency.

Signed: __________________________
Signed: ____________________________

Date: ____________________________
Date: ______________________________
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