JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE ADOPTION/FOSTER CARE PROGRAM

POLICY ON UPDATED, LIMITED AND FULL HOME STUDIES

1.  A home study is considered valid in Massachusetts for up to 12 months following completion.

2.  A full home study is required for all applicants who have not had a previous home study.

3.  If a home study was completed by this Agency and placement does not occur within twelve months, the Agency is required to update the study prior to placing a child with the adoptive parent applicant(s).  Such update will consist of a visit to the prospective adoptive home and at least one interview with the adoptive parent applicant(s) to review and update material from the original home study.  An addendum to the original study will be written. The fee for the update will be charged at one-quarter (1/4) the Agency's current fee for a full home study.

4.  A full home study is required if a previous home study completed by this Agency is more than twelve months old.  A reduced fee can be negotiated for a repeat home study.

5.  If the Agency receives a home study from another Massachusetts licensed adoption agency, or one from another state performed in accordance with that state's laws, and the study was completed within the past twelve (12) months, Jewish Family Service may, at its discretion, choose to complete either a limited or full home study.  Such decision will depend on whether the home study meets Agency standards and the adoption worker can form an accurate opinion of and working relationship with the adoptive parent applicant(s).

6.  If the Agency receives a home study from another Massachusetts licensed adoption agency or one from another state performed in accordance with that state's laws and the study was completed more than twelve (12) months ago, the Agency must complete a full home study.  

7.  A limited home study consists of at least one visit to the prospective adoptive home, one joint interview with the applicant family, and individual meetings with each member of the applicant family as appropriate to their ages.  Updated C.O.R.I. information, medical reports and references must be obtained.  The previous home study will be carefully reviewed for compliance with all state and Agency requirements for a full assessment.  A written summary, or revised home study, will be completed.  The fee for a limited home study shall be one-half (1/2) the current fee for a full home study.
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