JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE ADOPTION PROGRAM

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED OF ADOPTIVE PARENTS

1.  
Religion

It is the policy of the Agency to provide adoptive services without limitation as to the religious background of the applicant(s).

2.
Residence
Adoptive parent applicant(s) must reside within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

3.
Age
It is preferred that potential adoptive parents be within the usual childbearing age; however, older applicant(s) will be considered for identified adoption placement and for placement of older children and sibling groups.

4.
Marital Status
The Agency will accept applications from individuals and from married couples.  If an unmarried couple wishes to adopt, one individual will be the designated adoptive parent.  Both partners must complete the home study process.  

5.
Number of children 
Jewish Family Service does not place any limitations on the number of adopted or biological children in adoptive families pursuing identified adoption.  Traditional placements will only be made to adoptive parent(s) without other children.

6.
Physical Health 
Applicants and all of their household members must be in reasonably good health as evidenced by a health examination(s) during the period of the home study. 

7.
Citizenship

Citizenship is not a requirement, but immigrant couples must have permanent legal resident status.

8.
Parenting Abilities
The Agency is not seeking perfect parents.  The purpose of the home study is to explore, with prospective adoptive parent(s), their ability to be competent, nurturing parents.  The realities and expectations of adoption will be explored, along with the strength of the current relationship, if any, and ability of the parent(s) to use outside supports when necessary.

9.
Physical Requirements of the Home
The home must meet the following requirements: 

The home must be clean, safe, free of obvious fire and other hazards, and of sufficient size to accommodate comfortably and appropriately all members of the household and the child(ren) to be placed.

The home shall have adequate lighting and ventilation, hot and cold water supply, plumbing and electricity, and heat.

The home shall have sufficient furniture to allow each child to sleep in a separate bed and to have adequate storage space for personal belongings.  

The home shall be equipped with smoke detectors in working order.

If the home uses well water, it shall be tested and a copy of the report furnished to the Agency.

10.  
Home Study

Adoptive parent applicants are approved by the Agency to become adoptive parents.  The process is called a home study.  A social worker meets with each applicant and any other household members and writes a home study report about the family.  The home study includes:

· the applicant(s)’ motivation for adoption

· emotional stability and compatibility of the applicants

· social education and health history of the applicant(s)

· family composition (including pets), a  description of the home, including sleeping areas, and the adjustment of the applicant’s children, if any

· the family’s attitude toward accepting an adopted child;  the applicants’ relationships with extended family, and the attitudes of extended family toward accepting and adopted child

· parenting ability including child rearing and discipline;

· the family’s attitude toward the birth parents of the child, and about visitation, if applicable

· characteristics of the child(ren) desired, including age, sex, abilities or disabilities, behavior, and characteristics of children parents are not willing to accept

· at least three written references

· a written statement from a licensed physician regarding the health of each member of the household

· evidence of birth certificates, marriage certificates and/or divorce decrees

· Criminal Offense Records Information

· expectation for the child including the family’s plans to discuss adoption with the child

· financial ability to care for the child
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