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INFORMATION FOR BIRTH PARENTS


It is the responsibility of Jewish Family Service to support each birth parent in making an informed decision, and to ensure that this decision is made without pressure, and with full consideration of alternatives.  We are committed to providing you with all of the information that you need in order to make an informed decision, and to plan for yourself and your child.  We will provide you with the counseling and education you need in order to make an informed decision.  This written information is provided as part of that process.  

Alternatives to Adoption
During the counseling process, we will discuss the possible alternatives to making an adoption plan.  These may include:

Termination of the pregnancy

you may obtain additional information about this option from your physician or from a clinic such as Planned Parenthood, 631 Lincoln Street, Worcester, MA 01605  508-854-3300.  

Parenting the child

During counseling, we will discuss this option and the supports and services you would need in order to parent your child.  We will assess your eligibility for public assistance programs, such as WIC and AFDC, and your eligibility for assistance from other agencies.  We will also discuss the programs that are available to new parents.

Foster care

If you are unsure whether you what kind of plan you want to make for your child, he/she may be placed temporarily in foster care while you continue to make your decision.  Generally, JFS will place a baby in foster care for up to thirty days while a birth parent continues the planning process. 

Kinship care

If you cannot care for your child yourself, perhaps there is a family member who would parent your child.  We will discuss your family and determine whether kinship care is a possibility for you and your child.  

Types of Adoption

These are the types of adoption available.  If you make an adoption plan, we will discuss these types of adoption and which one is right for you and your child.  

Traditional Infant Adoption: A birth parent approaches a licensed adoption agency to consider making an adoption plan.  The birth parent is matched with adoptive parent(s) from a list of waiting adoptive parents approved by the agency.  The birth parent may participate in the selection of the adoptive family by reviewing non-identifying information about several families, or the birth parent may request that the agency select a family for the child.   JFS does not usually have a list of waiting families from which birth parents can select.  If this is a type of adoption you would like to consider, and we do not have a current list of waiting families, we can refer you to another agency.  

Open Adoption: A birth parent has some degree of contact with the adoptive parents.  Contact can be in the form of letters, phone calls, and/or face to-face visits.  A licensed adoption agency may act as the liaison to share pertinent information between the birth parent(s) and the adoptive parent(s).  There are varying degrees of openness.  Sometimes birth parents and adoptive parents exchanges first names only and all correspondence occurs through the agency.  In some open adoptions, adoptive parents and birth parents exchange identifying information.  In some open adoptions, all parties agree to have ongoing contact.   JFS adoptions may have some degree of openness depending upon the preferences of both the birth parent(s) and the adoptive parent(s).

Identified Adoption:  Adoptive parents and birth parents approach a licensed agency with knowledge of each other and an understanding that there is a planned match.  The adoptive parent(s) and birth parent(s) may have met or may have had no direct contact.  In some identified adoptions, there has been identifying information exchanged between the two parties.  In other identified adoptions, only non-identifying information is exchanged.  JFS always retains the sole discretion to determine the placement of the child, regardless of any understanding reached between adoptive parents and birth parents. 

Intercountry Adoption:  Children orphaned or abandoned in other countries are placed with adoptive parents in the United States.  Many intercountry adoptions have taken place in the last twenty years.  Jewish Family Service does not facilitate intercountry adoptions, however we do complete homestudies and provide post-placement services to families who seek intercountry placements from other resources.  Children from the United States are not placed for adoption in other countries.  

Special Needs Adoption:  Many special needs children are waiting to be adopted in the state of Massachusetts.  They include older children, some who have been abused or neglected, sibling groups and children with medical needs or disabilities. Jewish Family Service can help adoptive parents locate a child and can assist with the surrender and adoption process.  Should your child be born with special needs, JFS will seek an adoptive family that can meet those special needs. 

Criteria Used to Select Adoptive Parents

Jewish Family Service has the following qualifications for approval of adoptive parents:  

1.  
Religion

It is the policy of the Agency to provide adoptive services without limitation as to the religious background of the applicant(s).

2.
Residence
Adoptive parent applicant(s) must reside within the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

3.
Age
It is preferred that potential adoptive parents be within the usual childbearing age; however, older applicant(s) will be considered for identified adoption placement and for placement of older children and sibling groups.

4.
Marital Status
The agency will accept applications from individuals and from married couples.  If an unmarried couple wishes to adopt, one individual will be the designated adoptive parent.  Both partners must complete the homestudy process.  

5.
Number of children 
Jewish Family Service does not place any limitations on the number of adopted or biological children in adoptive families pursuing identified adoption.  Traditional placements will only be made to adoptive parent(s) without other children.

6.
Physical Health 
Applicants and all of their household members must be in reasonably good health as evidenced by a health examination(s) during the period of the homestudy. 

7.
Citizenship

Citizenship is not a requirement, but immigrant couples must have permanent legal resident status.

8.
Parenting Abilities
The Agency is not seeking perfect parents.  The purpose of the home study is to explore, with prospective adoptive parent(s), their ability to be competent, nurturing parents.  The realities and expectations of adoption will be explored, along with the strength of the current relationship, if any, and ability of the parent(s) to use outside supports when necessary.

9.
Physical Requirements of the Home
The home must meet the following requirements: 

The home must be clean, safe, free of obvious fire and other hazards, and of sufficient size to accommodate comfortably and appropriately all members of the household and the child(ren) to be placed.

The home shall have adequate lighting and ventilation, hot and cold water supply, plumbing and electricity, and heat.

The home shall have sufficient furniture to allow each child to sleep in a separate bed and to have adequate storage space for personal belongings.  

The home shall be equipped with smoke detectors in working order.

If the home uses well water, it shall be tested and a copy of the report furnished to the agency.

10.  
Homestudy

Adoptive Parent Applicants are approved by the agency to become adoptive parents.  The process is called a homestudy.  A social worker meets with each applicant and any other household members and writes a homestudy report about the family.  The home study includes:

· the applicant(s)’ motivation for adoption

· emotional stability and compatibility of the applicants

· social education and health history of the applicant(s)

· family composition (including pets), a  description of the home, including sleeping areas, and the adjustment of the applicant’s children, if any

· the family’s attitude toward accepting an adopted child;  the applicants’ relationships with extended family, and the attitudes of extended family toward accepting and adopted child

· parenting ability including child rearing and discipline;

· the family’s attitude toward the birth parents of the child, and about visitation, if applicable

· characteristics of the child(ren) desired, including age, sex, abilities or disabilities, behavior, and characteristics of children parents are not willing to accept

· at least three written references

· a written statement from a licensed physician regarding the health of each member of the household

· evidence of birth certificates, marriage certificates and/or divorce decrees

· Criminal Offense Records Information

· expectation for the child including the family’s plans to discuss adoption with the child

· financial ability to care for the child

Legal Results of Surrender
A birth parent can make can surrender a child for adoption only after receiving appropriate counseling and education and being fully informed about the results of surrender.  A surrender may not be signed before the fourth day after birth.  A surrender must be signed in the presence of witnesses.  You must select at least one of the witnesses.  You may select anyone of your choice, for example, a relative or friend or your social worker.  In Massachusetts, a surrender is irrevocable.   Once you have signed the surrender, you may not change your mind about having your child adopted.  The surrender process will be explained by your social worker.  You will receive a copy of the surrender and all other forms you might be asked to sign.  If you make an adoption plan for your child, your social worker and the attorney(s) involved must be sure that your understand that a surrender cannot be revoked, and that you are signing it of your own free will.  

Additional Important Information
If you select an adoptive family for your child, you may want to make agreements with that family.  It is important for you to know that those agreements cannot be enforced by JFS.  

It is also important for you to know that the agency’s attorney will not be representing you or the adoptive family.  The attorney represents JFS.  You have a right to have your own attorney if you choose to have one.  

Your social worker will discuss with you the process that adoptees may use to locate birth parents and that birth parents may use to locate children.  

Your social worker will also discuss with you your right and responsibility to update your record with the agency.  You may add to your record at any time by contacting the agency.  

Your social worker will give you a copy of the Statement of Birth Parents’ Rights.  You should read it carefully.  You should ask your social worker if you have any questions about anything in the Birth Parents’ Rights or in this information.  Your social worker will ask you to sign a statement that you have received all of this information.  
JFS Worcester, Information For Birth Parents, 1999

4

