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Worcester begins its ‘No Place for Hate’ campaign
By Martin Luttrell TELEGRAM & GAZETTE STAFF
mluttrell@telegram.com


WORCESTER— City officials and representatives of several faith-based and community organizations gathered in City Hall yesterday to announce an initiative to promote inclusion and respect for people’s differences while combating hate and bigotry. 

The campaign for the city to become a certified “No Place for Hate” community comes nearly six years after former police chief Edward P. Gardella and former city manager Thomas R. Hoover established the City Manager’s Community Task Force on Bias and Hate Crimes. The task force held a one-day conference in October 2000 on bias and hate crimes, then expanded to include organizations that cut across lines of race, ethnic, religion, sexual orientation and gender. 

Yesterday the task force held a half-hour press conference on the third floor of City Hall in which City Manager Michael V. O’Brien and task force members outlined their goals. 

“Worcester is a vibrant city that respects and values all of our residents,” Mr. O’Brien said. “Historically, we are a city created by immigrants and, in the new millennium, we are celebrating our diversity. 

“The No Place for Hate campaign clearly aligns with my vision for Worcester. I am pleased to announce that my Community Task Force on Bias and Hate Crimes, in collaboration with other city departments, will complete four activities over the next year in order to fulfill the requirements to become a certified No Place for Hate municipality.” 

Cities and towns signing on to the program must complete at least three new activities that promote the ideals of the program. Once they have been completed, the community is certified and honored at the Anti-Defamation League’s annual awards ceremony. 

Worcester’s four community-building projects, described by task force co-chairmen Stephen Slaten, executive director of Jewish Family Services, and Yaser Najjar, member of the executive board of the Islamic Society of Greater Worcester, are: 

• A major public art project that will bring youth and adults together to create a new mural on the Green Street bridge. 

• A poster contest targeting students in the city’s public schools, with the winning artwork to be displayed on an outdoor billboard. 

• Literacy programs in partnership with the Worcester Public Library, with multicultural reading lists for preschool through adults, that will be distributed throughout the city. 

• A film festival as a vehicle for increased understanding about group differences and discussion of the films to increase awareness. Some 57 cities and towns in Massachusetts are currently participating in the No Place for Hate campaign, with Worcester as the first major city. The campaign was initiated by the Anti-Defamation League, with the Massachusetts Municipal Association as a partner. The Anti-Defamation League is the world’s leading organization confronting anti-Semitism and other forms of hate, through programs and services that counteract prejudice and bigotry. 
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