STATEMENT OF ADOPTIVE PARENTS’ RIGHTS

The primary purpose of every adoption agency is to assure a permanent family for each child, and to promote the optimal growth and individual development of all persons receiving its services.  In keeping with this goal, Jewish Family Service has developed this Statement of Adoptive Parents’ Rights.

· You have a right to receive professional and competent services, and to be treated with dignity.

· You have the right to receive accurate written information about the Agency’s programs and services and the needs of children for foster care and adoption services.

· You have a right to factual information regarding any adoption service provided by this agency, and general information about types of adoption, and adoption issues, practices and laws.

· You have the right to receive written information about the Agency’s qualifications for adoptive parents, evaluation, approval and orientation procedures.  

· You have a right to receive the Agency’s policy regarding financial responsibilities.

· You have a right to receive the Agency’s program budget.

· You have a right to receive a list of the names and addresses of the Agency’s Board of Directors.

· You have a right to receive copies of all documents you may be asked to sign.

· You have a right to receive written notification of the results of your home study within one month of the last visit.  

· If your home is not approved for placement, you have the right to receive a written explanation for the reasons for disapproval.  

· You have a right to adequate preparation to receive a child into your home.  

· You have a right to receive all known information about the child’s current status and the child’s and birth family’s medical and mental health histories, special talents, abilities or interests, race and national origin and any other known information which would be relevant to the growth and development of the child.  

· You have a right to refuse a placement.  A refusal, however, may have financial conditions involved, e.g. the responsibility to cover the costs involved with a previously identified child.

· You have a right to receive accurate information about the procedures to finalize an adoption and the rights and responsibilities of adoptive parents.    

· You have a right to written information regarding the legal result of adoption surrender, and involuntary termination of parental rights.

· You have a right and responsibility to update information in your Agency record at any time and to receive updated information as permitted by state law and Agency policy.

· You have a right to information regarding present laws governing adopted children's rights to obtain information about their birth parents.

· You have a right to information regarding the process individuals sometimes use to find birth relatives. 

· You have a right to receive post-finalization services from the Agency or to be referred to another agency.  

· You have a right to assistance in joining or developing support groups for people involved in adoption.

· You have a right to your own counsel, if desired. 

· You have a right to know the relationship between the Agency and its attorney and that the attorney represents the Agency, not the adoptive parent(s) or birth parent(s). 

· You have a right to know that the Agency cannot enforce any voluntary agreements entered into between birth parent(s) and adoptive parent(s).

· You have a right to receive the Agency’s grievance and appeal procedures, and to file a grievance.

I have received and read a copy of the Agency’s Statement of Adoptive Parents’ Rights.






Signed ______________________________________






Date     ______________________________________
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