gr oup?
FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTI ONS

Dol needaprivateattorneytofile
aconplaint wththedficeof the
Attorney General ?

A.No. I 'ndi vi dual s nay subnit aconpl ai nt
toour officeinwitingonthei r ombehal f.

Gl pursueacrinmnal actionat
thesanetinethat | fileaconpla nt
wththeQvil RghtsDvision?

AYes. If theGvil RghtsDvision
Oetermnesthat it wll pursueacase, it
w1 workwththel ocal pd i cedepart nent
adtheDstrict Ataney sOfice

Dol havetotestifyincourt to
obtai nani nj uncti on?

A.Greraly, no. Gtenveareabl eto
obtainaprelimnaryinunctionwthonly
wittenstatenents under oat hfrom
victing. Younayneedtotestifyat afina
trid, hovever, i f thet acours.

Doesthe@vil RghtsDvision
handl ei ndi vi dual cl ai ns for
danages f or vi ol ati on of t he MORA?

A. TheGvil RghtsDvisi ondoes not
have t he aut hori ty t o pur sue danage
clansfor violationof theMRA Ve
refer suchcl ai nstot he Mssachusetts
Bar Associ ati onat (617) 542- 9103 and
thelLawers’ Gmtteefor Gvil Rghts
at (617) 482-1145.

HONTO FI LE A COVPLAI NT

TheOficed theAtaney Gnerd ' sGwvl
RohtsDvisionis|ocatedat Oe Ashburton
Hace, 19th H oor, Boston, Missachusetts
02108. Theofficeisopenfrom8 30 amto
5:30p.m Vécanbereachedat (617) 727-
20(\) o 727-4766(TTY). Inoder for this
officetoeval uate your cla ns properly, ve
request that al conpl ai nts be suomttedin
witingtothe above address. If, duetoa
disability, youseek an acconmodationin
filingaconpl aint, younay cal | the above
nunioer (s) for assistance. Thishbrochureis
dsoavalddeindteraefanats.

REG ONAL OFFI CES

Vst ern Missachuset t s
130 MinSreet, 4hHoor
Sringfield MAO1103
(413) 784-1128

Gentral Massachusett s
(ne Exchange H ace
\dr cest er, MA 01608

(508) 792- 7600

Sout heast er n Missachusetts
106W i anSredt
New Bedf ord, A 02740
(508) 990- 9700

TOUR RIGHTS

(O

A W A Under
5 the

Massachusetts
CIVIL RIGHTS

ACT

Tre Oficed
Atorney General Thonas F. Reilly
(ne Ashburton A ace
Bost on, NMA 02108
617. 727. 2200
WWV ago. st at e. n& us
Nar ch 2004
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Cear Fi ends:

s Atorney General and
t he chi ef | awenf or cenent
oficer of the Cnmonweal th,
| believethat oneof ny nost
inportant responsibilitiesistheenforcenent
of the Mssachusetts Gvil Rghts Act (MRY.
The MRA prot ects your right to wal k our
streets, useour pudicparks, a@tedour schod s,
l'ive peaceful lyinour hones, and enj oy ot her
besicrigts, freefrombias-nativatedtiredas,
intinndation, coercionandvidence. Inthis
coutry, adinthsstaeinparticd ar, these
rigts arefundanental andareat the heart of
or safety, vel fareandfreedom VEwl | pursue
I egal actionagai nst those who depri ve others
of their civil rightsthroughintindation,
thredts, coerciona vid ence

Thi s panphl et outl i nes sone of your civil
rights under Missachusetts |aw H easetake
thetinetoreadit carefuly.

Werever veseeinustice | bdieweit isthe
duyo dl of ustostadupadcofrot it. If
yaubd ievethet your rigtsa thosed afamly
nenter have been vi ol ated, or if you want
further infornation, please contact theGvil
RgtsDvisiond nydofice

Srady,

N4

Thonmas F. Reilly

THE MASSACHUSETTS
A VIL R GHTS ACT

AN | NJUNCTI ON W LL
NOT.

The Massachusetts dvil R ghts Act (MY
was establ i shedtoprotect therightsof all
citizensandvisitorstoMssachusetts agai nst
hatecrines. Under the MRy ani ndi vi dual nay
obta naninunctionif heor sheisthevicti mof
threats, inti nndati onor coerci onont hebeasi s of
h s/her pratectedcategary (race, rel i g ous creed,
national orign, age, gender, sexud orientation,
ordsdility); o pratectedactivity(for exanpl g,
therigt tovateor theright toassoci ate).

Ainunctionisalega |l yenforceabl ecivil
order i ssued by the court that prohibits
perpetrator fromconmttingcertai nacti ons. A
vidationd acivil inunctioni garimna o fense
and can subj ect t he per petr at

perfornngaprot ected

actsof intinndationor vi d ence;
S Rohbitaperpetrator, adal others

inconcert wththeperpetrator, fromf

actsaof intinndationor vi d ence; and
S Ay tojuenles.

REMEMBER!

S Runishaperpetrator for past acti ons; or
S Bingnonetaryrelief tothevictim

QUESTI ONS TOASK | F YQU
TH NK THAT YOUR RI GHTS
VAY HAVE BEEN VI OLATED

S Ddtheperpetrator sel ect thevictim
because of hi sor her protect edcat egory
aadivity?

perpetrator interferewththe

Jta constitutiond
edrigt?

Xinndationor coercion

] ag@i nst ot her
peopl e of the protected category or

agai nst ot her peopl e performng the
protected activi ty?

t he per

rator a

You shoul d cont act your | ocal police departnent i medi atelyif youfeel you have

beenavictinof acivil rightsviad ation.




